1. Department: NA

2. Faculty: Legal Studies

3. Course Code: LWO035

4. Course Title: Advanced International Legal Issues
5. Number of Credits: 04

6. Course objectives

The objectives of the course are to fulfil one of the requirements of the research programme
and to prepare the student for fulfilling its other requirements. Successful completion of the
course should enable the student to be aware of the advanced conceptions and perspectives
of approaching international legal issues, understand the nature and scope of state
jurisdiction and the role and sphere of operation of state immunity, appreciate the
contending and contesting claims underlying the issues of extradition and death penalty,
understand the core aspects of application and interpretation of treaties, such as forms of
reservation and the scope of the grounds of their suspension and termination, comprehend
the complexities of issues involved in the legality of and justifications for the recent threats
and uses of force in international relations, particularly its role in a necessary response to
terrorism, debate the legal issues relating to international terrorism, including human rights
considerations, and study and offer solution to the international law issues of particular
concern to the South Asian countries.

7. Minimum prerequisites for taking this course, if any: LLM
8. Course Structure with units if applicable:

1. Introduction to advanced international legal issues: Theoretical, philosophical and
normative conceptions: advanced approaches and alternative perspectives; appraisal.

2. State jurisdiction, including immunity from jurisdiction specially of foreign state
officials: sovereignty and equality of states; sovereignty and the application of the rules;
sovereignty and jurisdiction; membership of international organizations; civil jurisdiction;
bases of jurisdiction; criminal jurisdiction; nature of immunity; immunity from jurisdiction:
meaning, basis, scope, exceptions; appraisal.

3. Extradition and death penalty: conventional and customary law; doctrines of double
criminality, speciality and non-inquiry; human rights issues and humanitarian
considerations; state practice: EU practice, US practice and the practice of the South Asian
countries; appraisal.

4. Application and interpretation of treaties: Vienna Convention: conclusion; reservations:
interpretative  declaration, conditional interpretive declaration, reservations and
declarations, including to key treaties concerning women and children, by the South Asian
countries; entry into force; provisional application; suspension and termination: material
breach and supervening impossibility, fundamental change of circumstances; meaning,
nature and scope of “interpretation” in interpretation of treaties, general rule of
interpretation and the supplementary means of interpretation, practice of treaty



interpretation across representative treaty regimes; work of the International Law
Commission; appraisal.

5. Legality of and justifications for the recent threats and uses of force: prohibition; UN
Security Council authorizations and/or approvals; self-defence: necessity, “armed attack”,
proportionality, imminence, anticipatory, non-state actors; “humanitarian intervention”,
cyberattack, environmental harm; role of consent and invitation; recent cases: Iraq, Kosovo,
Afghanistan, Gaza, Crimea, Syria: considerations, standards and operation of legality and
legitimacy; appraisal.

6. Legal issues relating to international terrorism: definition problem; overview of the
international conventions and protocols relating to the prevention and suppression of
terrorism; duty of states and non-state actors, cyber terrorism; counter-terrorism: relevance
of international humanitarian law, international human rights law, international refugee
law; jus cogens; appraisal.

7. Water-sharing and water resource management issues involving the South Asian
Countries: customary law, treaty law, role of equity, no harm, data sharing; appraisal.

8. Boundaries and the fishermen issue involving South Asian countries: historical
developments, international arrangements, bilateral treaties; principle of uti possidetis juris;
role of equity; appraisal.

9. Reading suggestions: Text books/Web-resources/other
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Convention between the United Kingdom and China Respecting Tibet, 1906.

Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation,
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Extradition Treaty between the U.S. And Mexico, 1979, Article 8.
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(1998) 92 AJIL 187.

Judge v Canada, Communication No. 829/1998, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/78/D/829/1998
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10. Evaluation and Weightage of different components of evaluation”

There will be two written examinations totalling 80 marks and a case study/written
assignment/term paper of 20 marks.



