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Objectives of the Course 
 
The   course   is   designed   to   present   various   theoretical   developments   or   debates   
within anthropology.  It aims to provide an intensive introduction to  some  of  the  most  
important theoretical perspectives and to show the ways in which they have been used 
in explaining social and cultural processes among particular peoples. Utilizing a number of 
ethnographic studies, both ‘classic’ and recent, it focuses on the intimate link between theory 
and ethnography‐ and attempts to elucidate the distinctive character of anthropology. 
Critically, this course will attempt to situate Socio-Cultural Anthropology in the context of 
the larger MA progamme in Sociology, as a discipline that addresses the question of Human 
Beings in a world marked by diversity. Theoretical approaches are seen in the context of 
anthropological field research and the various genres of ethnographic writing. The 
challenges of understanding some specific ethnographic cases have been influential both in 
and beyond the discipline. 
 
The aim of this course is thus to enable students: (a) to understand, evaluate, and engage 
with contemporary debates in anthropological theory; (b) to approach substantive 
questions of ethnographic interpretation in a theoretically informed manner and (c) 
situate Anthropology in terms of intellectual debates on otherness, diversity and area 
studies.  Above all, having explored a variety of ethnographies, students should have a clear 
understanding of the anthropological 'mode of thought' and its intrinsic connection with 
the methodological challenges embedded in ethnographic enquiry. 
 
 
Unit-1: Introducing Anthropology 

This unit will introduce students to the larger project of Social Anthropology. The unit will 
situate the discipline first in the context of cultural contact and the notion of otherness and 
secondly in its troubled location in colonialism. This unit will also introduce students to 
Ethnography as an integral part of the anthropological enterprise and as a mode of looking at 
the world.  
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Unit‐2: Classical Approaches in Anthropology: Functionalism, Structural-
Functionalism and Cultural Difference.  

This unit mainly focuses on the development Anthropology from the British tradition 
locating its roots in functionalism and structural‐functionalism. The unit will also introduce 
the emphasis on cultural difference that emerged from North American scholarship 
 

Malinowski, Bronislow. 1960. A Scientific Theory of Culture: and other essays. New York: 
Galaxy 

Malinowski, Bronislaw .1961. Argonauts of the Western Pacific: an account of native 
enterprise and adventure in the archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea . New York: E. P 
Dutton 
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Institute of Great Britain and Ireland. 70(1):1-12 
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Unit 3: Structuralist Approaches in Anthropology 

This unit highlights the development of Anthropology from the French Tradition particularly 
with the emphasis of structuralism, which in turn came as a response to Functionalist and 
Structural-Functionalist approaches.  

Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1963. Structural Analysis in Anthropology Cambridge: Cambridge 
University. 
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Unit 4: Interpretive and Symbolic Approaches in Anthropology-  

This unit concentrates first on the development of Anthropology from the American tradition 
of Cultural Anthropology after the Second World War and then addresses the study of 
societies and cultures from the standpoint of symbols and questions of meaning and 
interpretation.  

Geertz, Clifford. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures, New York: Basic Books. 

Geertz, Clifford. 1980. Blurred Genres: The reconfiguration of Social Thought. The American 
Scholar 49(2): 165-179 

Singer, Milton. 1980. Signs of the Self: An exploration in Semiotic Anthropology 
American Anthropologist 82(3): 485-507 

Douglas, Mary. 1966. Purity and danger. London: Routledge 
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Unit 5: Revisiting Anthropology: The work of Marxist and Feminist 
Anthropologies.  

This unit addresses two important programmes that aimed to revitalize and situate the 
discipline with emergent issues: Marxism and Feminism. Marxist and Feminist 
anthropologists were critical in bringing the discipline into contact with themes connected to 
power, history and political economy, complicating older thematic interests such as kinship 
and social structure and setting the stage for later debates. The reading will introduce 
students to issues and debates that Marxist and Feminist Anthropologists brought to the 
table. 

Bloch, Maurice. 1985. Marxism and Anthropology. New York: Oxford University Press 
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Minnesota Press 
 

Unit 6: The Post-Modern Turn in Anthropology 

This unit mainly covers the modernist and post‐modernist cultural and ethnographic 
critiques in Anthropology and offers students an exposure to new avenues of engagement in 
the discipline. The Post-Modern turn in Anthropology was significant moment in the history 
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of the discipline whereby Anthropologists began to cast a critical eye to their own discipline 
and the knowledge produced in their work.  
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