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Objectives of the Coure

This course is an exploration of the concepts of migration, diaspora and transnationalism
and their intersections with theory and practice. The course examines various perspectives
and issues related to migration and diaspora studies addressing the following questions:
what are the forces and factors of migration?; what are connections between globalization,
transnationalism and diaspora?; what is the nature of the interface between global and
local phenomena? The course will also introduce students to the major themes in South
Asian migration and diaspora. It particularly seeks to explore the history of South Asian
migrants in the Europe, United States and elsewhere. Each of these diaspora communities
of South Asian origin has a distinct story. In this course, we will examine the parallels and
divergences in these narratives which are all connected through the idea of the ‘homeland.’
Some of the most current scholarship on the South Asian migration and diaspora will be
consulted to examine issues of culture, ethnicity, identity, gender and sexuality,
assimilation, acculturation, multiculturalism and discrimination. The course will draw from
multidisciplinary sources, combining academic readings and theoretical essays along with
films and works of fiction to understand complex issues of migration and diaspora. The
suggested readings contain an extensive list of possible texts. The course instructor will
select a series of texts from each section that will become compulsory texts for the course
each time it is offered.

Course Structure:
UNIT-1: Migration Studies

This unit puts great emphasis on some of the key concepts, theories and processes related
to migration studies. The unit will address the following issues: Understanding of
Migration; defining migration; Key concepts and typology of migration; Patterns of
Migration, Theorizing Migration: New classical approaches; Marxist approaches;
Globalization approaches; Migration and developmental approaches: Post-modern
approaches, Process of Migration: Historical and contemporary migration processes



including brief history of South Asian migration; Networks and ethnic enclaves, Melting pot
or Salad Bowl; Governance, citizenship, assimilation and acculturation debates,
globalization and societies in transition.
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Unit-2: Diaspora Studies

This unit explores the diaspora issues in the interactive zone of various social science and
humanities disciplines such as history, sociology, social anthropology and cultural studies.
It includes the historical context of South Asian diaspora, civilizational heritage of diasporic
communities, continuities and transformations in culture, economy and political life as well
as the processes and dynamics of communication and linkages between South Asia and the
diaspora. The South Asian diaspora today constitutes an important, and in some respects
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unique force in world culture. The unit will address the following themes in diaspora
studies: Definition, types, creation of diaspora: conceptual framework, Theoretical and
methodological implications of diasporic cultures and peoples; Post-modern approach to
culture and place; Travel, displacement and movement, The process of emigration,
settlement and Changing identities, multiculturalism and identity formation in the host
societies, Migration and Homeland: Memories, Narratives and Oral Histories, Diaspora and
Tansnationalism: Transnational networks and linkages between South Asia and the
diaspora, and between diasporic communities, Mapping South Asian Diaspora:
Ethnographic studies.
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