
	
   1	
  

Department	
  of	
  Sociology	
  
Faculty	
  of	
  Social	
  Sciences	
  
South	
  Asian	
  University	
  

	
  

Social	
  History	
  of	
  South	
  Asia	
  	
  
(Optional	
  Course	
  for	
  M.A.)	
  

Total	
  Credits:	
  04	
  
	
  

	
  
Objectives	
  of	
  the	
  course	
  

	
  

History	
   is	
   a	
   discipline	
   of	
   contention	
   not	
   only	
   among	
   nations	
   but	
   also	
   among	
  
different	
  communities.	
  There	
  have	
  always	
  been	
  efforts	
  at	
  hegemonising	
  history	
  
writing	
  because	
  past	
   has	
  been	
   considered	
   formative	
   for	
   the	
  present	
   as	
  well	
   as	
  
crucial	
  in	
  defining	
  the	
  political	
  contours	
  of	
  the	
  present.	
  	
  While	
  this	
  contention	
  is	
  
true	
   at	
   its	
   own	
   level	
   it	
   is	
   also	
   a	
   terrain	
   of	
   contesting	
   perspectives,	
   which	
   are	
  
essential	
  for	
  social	
  sciences,	
  an	
  area	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  at	
  centre	
  of	
  discourses	
  post-­‐
Enlightenment.	
   Woven	
   into	
   these	
   contestations	
   is	
   the	
   need	
   to	
   know	
   and	
  
understand	
   how	
   social,	
   economic,	
   political	
   and	
   cultural	
   change	
   has	
   happened	
  
over	
   ages.	
  Without	
   this	
   knowledge	
   any	
   reading	
   of	
   society	
   will	
   be	
  myopic	
   and	
  
irrelevant.	
   This	
   course	
   makes	
   an	
   effort	
   to	
   introduce	
   the	
   students	
   to	
   these	
  
contestations	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   to	
   the	
   idea	
   of	
   society	
   as	
   a	
   process	
   that	
   continually	
  
evolves.	
  Given	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  this	
  course	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  largely	
  a	
  reading	
  course.	
  
	
  

Unit	
  1:	
  The	
  Idea	
  of	
  History	
  
This	
   unit	
   looks	
   at	
   how	
   different	
   scholars	
   have	
   looked	
   at	
   history.	
   Through	
   the	
  
work	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  scholars	
  the	
  students	
  will	
  be	
   introduced	
  to	
  the	
  questions	
  
regarding	
  role,	
  purpose	
  and	
  characterisation	
  of	
  history.	
  The	
  section	
  also	
  explores	
  
how	
  historically	
   ideas	
  about	
  different	
  parts	
  of	
  world	
  developed	
  and	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
demonstrate	
  this	
  aspect	
  the	
  works	
  of	
  Dussel	
  have	
  been	
  taken.	
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Unit	
  2:	
  History	
  as	
  Contestation	
  

This	
  unit	
   introduces	
   students	
   to	
   a	
   critical	
   take	
  on	
  history.	
   In	
   order	
   to	
  do	
   so,	
   it	
  
introduces	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  original	
  texts,	
  which	
  were	
  part	
  of	
  early	
  phase	
  of	
  subaltern	
  
studies	
  as	
  well	
   as	
   to	
   the	
  writings	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  part	
  of	
  movements	
  
and	
  have	
  reflected	
  on	
  history	
  and	
  history	
  writing.	
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Unit	
  3:	
  History	
  as	
  contentious	
  

	
  

History	
   has	
   always	
   been	
  mired	
   in	
   controversies,	
   specifically	
   vis-­‐à-­‐vis	
   the	
   state	
  
and	
   the	
   political	
   forces	
   that	
   control	
   state.	
   Consequently,	
   it	
   gave	
   rise	
   to	
   history	
  
writings	
   of	
   different	
   kind	
   -­‐	
   invocations	
   of	
   idea	
   of	
   secular	
   versus	
   religious	
  
sectarianism;	
  making	
  history	
  a	
  source	
  of	
  nationalist	
  frenzy	
  among	
  other	
  things.	
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Unit	
  4:	
  Narratives	
  of/as	
  History	
  

This	
  unit	
  will	
  introduce	
  students	
  to	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  how	
  autobiographies	
  of	
  different	
  
authors	
   can	
   become	
   sources	
   of	
   knowing	
   history	
   keeping	
   in	
   mind	
   the	
   fact	
   the	
  
history	
   is	
   contentious	
   and	
   controversial.	
   Autobiographies	
   are	
   not	
   only	
  
reflections	
  of	
  one’s	
  individual	
  state	
  of	
  being	
  but	
  present	
  the	
  conflicts	
  and	
  changes	
  
undergoing	
  in	
  a	
  society.	
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