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Department: International Relations  Faculty: Social Sciences 

 

Course Title: Rethinking the Political Economy of Regionalism (PhD, Optional) 

 

Number of Credits: Four  

 

Course Objectives: 

 

Regionalism is regarded as one of the most important phenomenon influencing 

contemporary international relations. This can be inferred by the fact that practically 

all the countries of the world are members of at least one regional organisation/trading 

bloc. With this, there have been qualitative changes in the regional integration 

arrangements and therefore, this process requires serious academic attention. The 

basic objective of this course is to academically engage with the concepts and theories 

that explain the process of regional integration; as to understand its impact on 

international relations. Different aspects of regionalism, including political, economic 

and social dimensions, the debate on globalisation and regionalism, and the 

relationship between borders, border-regions and regional-integration; will also be 

discussed in this course. For a better and comprehensive understanding, this course 

includes case studies of Europe and South-East Asia. In the course, we will also 

discuss challenges and prospects of South Asian integration. 

 

Course Structure  

 

 

Unit 1: Concepts and Theories  

 

Basic concepts (Regions, Regionalism, Regionalisation, New Regionalism) and major 

theories (Federalism, Functionalism, Neo-Functionalism, Transactionalism, 

Positioning theory) of regional integration will be covered in this part.  

 

Week 1: Concepts   

Week 2 & 3: Theories of Regional Integration 

 

Unit II:  Approaches 

 

There are different approaches to study and understand regionalism and regional 

integration process. These primarily include Realist, Liberal and Marxist approaches 

and it will be discussed in this section. 

 

Week 4: Realist & Liberal  

Week 5: Marxist  

 

Unit III:  Regional Identity and Regionalism 

 

There has had been thrust from states of highly integrated regions to promote 

awareness about regional identity. On the contrary, in some least integrated regions, 

states are not concerned about creating regional consciousness. The main focus of this 
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section is to understand the connection between regional integration and regional 

identity. 

 

Week 6: Identity & Region  

Week 7: Positioning Theory  

 

Unit IV:  Borders, Border-Regions and Regionalism 

 

Borders are denoted as a sacrosanct dividing line between two states. These lines of 

division have blurred in some regions that have open and porous borders. There has 

been comprehensive scholarly work on borders but our interest is to focus on how 

borders and border-regions are linked to regional integration. 

 

Week 8: Borders & Regional Integration   

 

Unit V: Case Study I- Europe 

 

Contrary, to prevalent assumptions about European integration, recently number of 

events led to speculations about the future of the European Union (EU).  In this 

segment history, contemporary functioning of the EU and future challenges to the 

European integration will be discussed. This case study is important to understand the 

political dynamics of regional integration.  

 

Week 9: History of European Integration  

Week 10: Contemporary Crisis  

 

Unit VI:  Case Study II- South East Asia 

 

South-East Asia (SEA) is also an illustrative example of regional integration. 

Religious and ethnic diversity, divergent political views and cold war politics were 

considered as detrimental for the success of regional integration in SEA. Overcoming 

all these hurdles, SEA created a distinct identity for it in terms of an integrated region. 

This makes SEA a different case study and important for understanding of the 

regional integration process. 

 

Week 11: History, Prospects & Challenges  

 

Unit VII: South Asia  

 

Perceptions, Problems and Prospects: In this section, we will try to primarily focus   

on issues related to regional identity and consciousness as to understand perception of 

South Asians about their own region. Problems and prospects of regional integration 

in South Asia will also be discussed in this section. 

 

Week 12: Understanding South Asian   

 

Unit VIII: Rethinking Regionalism in South Asia 
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Controversies, new ideas and issues related to regional integration of South Asia will 

be discussed. The main emphasis of this section is to encourage students to present 

their viewpoints, debate and discuss topics pertaining to South Asian integration.  

 

Week 13 & 14: Challenges to Regional Integration in South Asia  

 

 

Reading Suggestion  
  

This is a select bibliography and it can be further elaborated. Some pertinent journals 

that will be of help for the students crediting this course are -International 

Organization, Journal of European Integration, Journal of Borderlands Studies, 

South Asian Survey, Cooperation and Conflict, and Contemporary South Asia.  

Working papers of United Nations University – Institute on Comparative Regional 

Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS) are also important for this course.  

 

 

Acharya, Amitav and Alastair I. Johnston (2007), Crafting Cooperation Regional 

International Institutions in Comparative Perspective, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  

 

Acharya, Amitav (2001), Constructing a Security Community in South East Asia 

ASEAN and the Problem of Regional Order, London: Routldege Publication.  

 

Anderson, Benedict (2006), Imagined Communities, London: Verso Books.  

 

Anderson, Joan and Egbert Wever (2003), “Borders, Border Regions and Economic 

Integration: One World, Ready or Not”, Journal of Borderlands Studies, 18(1): 27-38. 

 

Archer, Clive (2008), The European Union, Oxon: Routledge Publication  

 

Baldwin, Richards, Daniel Cohen, Andre Sapir and Anthony Venables (eds) (1999), 

Market Integration, Regionalism and the Global Economy, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  

 

Beeson, Mark and Richard Stubbs (2012), Routledge Handbook of Asian 

Regionalism, New York: Routledge Publication.  

 

Breslin, Shaun, Christopher W Hughes (et al) (eds), (2002), New Regionalism in 

Global Political Economy, London: Routledge Publication. 

 

Buursink,  Jan (2001), “The Binational Reality of  Border-Crossing Cities”, 

GeoJournal, 54(1): 7-19.  

 

Cheow, Eric, T.C (2005), “Strategic Relevance of Asian Economic Integration”, 

Economic and Political Weekly, 40(36): 3960-3967.  

 

Cocks, Peter (1980), “Towards a Marxist Theory of European Integration”, 

International Organization, 34(1): 1-40. 
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Dash, Kishore. C (2008), Regionalism in South Asia Negotiating Cooperation, 

Institutional Structures, Oxon: Routlede Publication. 

 

Fawcett, Louise (2013), “The History and Concept of Regionalism”, UNU-CRIS 

Working Papers W-2013/5.  

 

Grieco, Joseph. M (1988), “Anarchy and the Limit of Cooperation: A Realist Critique 

of Newest Liberal Institutionalism”, International Organization 42(3): 485-507.  

 

Haas, Ernst. B (1961), “International Integration: The European and the Universal 

Process”, International Organization, 15(3): 366-392.  

 

Haas, Ernst. B (1964), Beyond the Nation-State: Functionalism and International 

Organization, Stanford: Stanford University Press.  

 

Haas, Ernst. B (1970), “The Study of Regional Integration: Reflection on the Joy and 

Anguish of Pretheorizing”, International Organization, 24(4): 607-646.  

 

Harshe, Rajen (1999), “South Asian Regional Cooperation: Problems and Prospects”, 

Economic and Political Weekly, 34(19): 1100-1105 

 

Higashino, Atsuko (2004), “For the Sake of ‘Peace and Security’?: The Role of 

Security in the European Union Enlargement Eastwards”, Cooperation and Conflict, 

39 (4), pp.347-368.  

 

Hurrell, Andrew (1995), “Explaining the Resurgence of Regionalism in World 

Politics” Review of International Studies, 21 (4): 331-358.  

 

Inglehart, Ronald (1970), “Public Opinion and Regional Integration”, International 

Organization, 24(2): 764- 795.  

 

Jisha, Menon (2013), The Performance of Nationalism India, Pakistan, and the 

Memory of Partition, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

 

Jones, David. M (2008), “Security and Democracy: The ASEAN Charter and the 

Dilemmas of Regionalism in South-East Asai”, International Affairs, 84(4): 735-756.  

 

Joseph, Nye. S (1968), “Comparative Regional Integration: Concept and 

Measurement”, International Organization, 22(4): 885-880 

 

Kelley, Robert. E (2007), “Security Theory in the  “New Regionalism””, 

International Studies Review, 9(2): 197-229. 

 

Keohane, Robert. O (2002), After Hegemony Cooperation and Discord in World 

Political Economy, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.  

 

Kupchan, Charles. A (1998), “After Pax Americana: Benign Power, Regional 

Integration, and the Source of a Stable Multipolarity”, International Security, 23 (2): 

40-79. 
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Slocum, Nikki and Luk Van Langenhove (2003), The Meaning of Regional 

Integration: Introducing Positioning Theory in Regional Integration Studies, UNU-

CRIS- e-Working Paper.  

 

Langenhove, Luk. V (2013), “What is a Region? Towards a Statehood Theory of 

Regions”, Contemporary Politics, 14 (4), pp. 474-490. 

 

Lahiri, Sajal (ed) (2001), Regionalism and Globalization Theory and Practice, 

London: Routledge Publication.  

 

Mansfield, D, Edward & Etel Solingen (2010), “Regionalism”, Annual Review of 

Political Science, 13:145-163.  

 

Mansfield, D, Edward and Helen V. Milner (1999), “The New Wave of Regionalism” 

International Organization, 53 (3): 589-627 

 

Mattli, Walter (2000), “Sovereignty Bargain in Regional Integration”, International 

Studies Review, 2(2): 149-180.  

 

Mitrany, David (1966), A Working Peace System, Chicago: Quadrangle Books. 

 

Moravcsik, Andrew (1998), The Choice for Europe Social Purpose and State Power 

From Messina to Maastricht, New York: Cornell University Press.   

 

 

Moss, Bernard. H (2005), Monetary Union in Crisis: The European Union as a Neo-

Liberal Construction, New York: Palgrave Macmillan.  

 

Muni, SD and Rajshree Jetly (2008), “SAARC: The Changing Dimensions”, UNU- 

CRIS Working Paper, URL: http://www.cris.unu.edu/fileadmin/workingpapers/W-

2008-8_01.pdf 

 

Nandy, Ashis (2005), “The Idea of South Asia: A Personal Note on Post-Bandung 

Blue” Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, 6(4): 541-545 

 

Ojendal, Jaokim (2004), “Back to the Future? Regionalism in South- East Asia Under 

Unilateral Pressure” International Affairs, 80(3): 519-533.  

 

Pedersen, Thomas (2002), “Cooperative Hegemony: Power, Ideas and Institutions in 

Regional Integration” Review of International Studies, 28 (2): 677-696.  

 

Peng, Dajin (2002), “Invisible Linkages: A Regional Perspective of East Asian 

Political Economy”, International Studies Quarterly, 46(3): 423-447.  

 

Puchala, Donald. J (1968), “Pattern of Contemporary Regional Integration”, 

International Studies Quarterly, 12(1): 38-64.  

 

Radaelli, M, Claudio (2004), “Europeanisation: Solution or Problem?” European 

Integration Online Papers 8 (6). URL: http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2004-016a.htm 
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Schack, Michael (2001), “Regional Identity in Border Regions: The Differences 

Border Make”, Journal of Borderlands Studies, 16(2): 99-114.  

 

Schiff, Maurice and L. Alan Winter (1998), “Dynamic and Politics in Regional 

Integration Arrangements: An Introduction”, The World Bank Economic Review, 

12(2): 177-195. 

 

Schiff, Maurice & L. Alan Winters (2003), Regional Integration and Development, 

Washington: World Bank Publication. 

 

Schmitter, C, Philippe, (1970) “A Revised Theory of Regional Integration” 

International Organization, 24 (4): 836- 868  

 

Schrijver, Frans (2006), Regionalism After Regionalisation Spain, France and the 

United Kingdom, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press.  

 

Severnio, Rodolfo.C (2008), ASEAN, Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 

 

Sidaway, James. D (2002), Imagined Regional Communities Integration and 

Sovereignty in Global South, London: Routledge Publication.  

 

Skyes, Rob (2005), “Crisis? What Crisis? EU Enlargement and the Political Economy 

of European Union Social Policy”, Social Policy and Society, 4 (2), pp. 207-215.  

 

Soderbaum, Fredrik (2015), “Early, Old and Comparative Regionalism: The 

Scholarly Development of the Field”,  KGF Working Paper: URL : 

http://cris.unu.edu/sites/cris.unu.edu/files/Soderbaum-WP-2015.pdf 
 

Spolaore, Enrico and Romain Wacziarg (2005), “Borders and Growth”, Journal of 

Economic Growth, 10(4): 331-386.   

 

Thakur, Ramesh and Jorge Heine (eds) (2011), The Dark Side of Globalization, 

Tokyo: United Nations University Press.  

 

Thody, Philip (1997), An Historical Introduction to the European Union, London: 

Routledge Publication.  

 

Tripathi, Dhananjay (2013), “Is Economic Growth the Required “Catalyst” for South 

Asian Integration?” UNU-CRIS Working Paper, W-2013/12 

 

Tripathi, Dhananjay (2015), “Interrogating Linkages Between Borders, Regions, and 

Border Studies”, Journal of Borderlands Studies, Vol. 30 (2) pp. 189-201 

 

Uperti, B.C (2006), “Nationalism in South Asia: Trends and Interpretations”, 67(3): 

535-544.  

 

Vayrynen, Raimo (2003), “Regionalism Old and New”, International Studies Review, 

5(1): 25-51.  
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Zahid, Ahmad. S and Stuti Bhatnagar (2008), “SAARC and Interstate Conflicts in 

South Asia: Prospects and Challenges for Regionalism”, Pakistan Horizon, 61(3): 69-

87.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


