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Objectives of the course

Civil society has been a topic of interest throughout the world. This course explores the discourse
and institutional developments of civil society. In particular, it examines how different scholars
and disciplines view the idea and institutions of civil society. In the process, it investigates the
issue of the “autonomy” of civil society raising questions such as—what are the historical forces
that gave rise to the idea and institutions of civil society? How can we relate civil society to the
state and market? Next, this course examines the issue of civil society and culture. Here the focus
will be culture inequalities in civil society and their implications for civil society theorizing.
Finally, the syllabus examines empirical studies from across the South Asian region.

Unit I: Introduction

This unit covers the rise of the idea, institutions, and practices of civil society in Western Europe
and North America in eighteenth and nineteenth century and then reviews the recent debate on the
decline and importance of civil society. As will see, the debates largely focus on politics, economy,
and the nature of public sphere.
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Unit I1: Civil Society and Culture

In unit I, we observed that civil society theory largely focuses on politics and economy but there
are different forms of “cultural” inequality. We see that these inequalities pose important

questions to conventional civil society theorizing.
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Unit I11: Civil Society in South Asia

This unit focuses on a variety of discourses and practices of civil society from across the South
Asian region. Here the focus will be more on empirical studies on the actually existing civil society
discourses and practices.
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